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The instant office action contains two(2) initialed, signed PTO-1449: 
PTO-1449 having the date of 2-2-2004, is included in this office action. 
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Claims 1-9 are allowed. 
17 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claimed 
invention is deemed unobvious over the cited art of record because such art does not 
teach or reasonably suggest the overall aspects of a panel comprising fibers; starch and 
a latex, in combination with the latex incorporated within the panel in an amount from 
about 0.01 % to 0.97% by weight on a dry weight percent basis and forms an ultra thin, 
water -impermeable coating on the fibers within the panel such that water may flow 
through a cross section og the panel. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Application/Control Number: 10/698,123 p age 
Art Unit: 1774 

Applicants who wish to send a facsimile (draft copies) for the examiner's immediate 
review can do so by using the Examiner's personal fax number at 571-273-1520. The 
faxing of all papers must conform with the notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 
O.G. 30 ( November 15, 1989). NOTE: All facsimiles sent to the examiner's 
personal fax number should be in draft-forms and will be treated as informal. 
Same facsimiles will not be entered in the related applications unless 
otherwise agreed and noted by the examiner. 
The fax number for all other fascimile is 703-872-9306. 

Information about the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Information Retrieval system (Private PAIR). 

Status inquires for published applications may be retrieved from either Private PAIR 
or Public PAIR. Questions about the PAIR system should be directed to the Electronic 
Business Center at 866-217-9197. 

Any questions concerning the instant communication should be directed to Examiner 
Dixon, at 571-272-1520, Mondays to Thursdays, between 12 noon and 8 PM, eastern 
time . The examiner's supervisor, Mrs. Rena Dye, can be reached at 571-272-3186. 
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